LEGEND OF THE BURMESE BUDDHA.

The first council is called Pitzasatika Sangarana, because
it was composed of five hundred religious. It is also named
Terika-sangarana, because it was composed of religious of

titudes, during the forty-five years of
his public mission. In this collec-
tion the disciples have learned the
doctrines of the master, and found all
the elements necessary to compose
all the treaties, which subsequently
have formed the collections called
Wini Pitagat and Abidama Pitagat.
No one could ever believe that the
author of Buddhism could have
busied himself in writing treatises on
metaphysics, or minutely and elabo-
rately publishing the regulations
under which the body of his fol-
lowers, called the Sanga, were to live
and spend their time. In his instruc-
tions Gaudama gave utterance to
certain principles, which, being appro-
priated by his disciples and their suc-
cessors, were enlarged, developed,
and reduced to the shape of a trea-
tise. In.fact, he sowed the seed
which, being let into the soil of the
mind of enthusiastic disciples, grew
up and multiplied into the volumin-
ous above-named collections. Genu-
ine Buddhism must be found in the
thoots of the oldest stamp. Any-
where else we meet with the Buddh-
ism such as it has been developed by
doctors and commentators.

There are four collections of the
thoots, named Nidia Nike, Midzima
Nike, Thangoutta Nike, and Engout-
tara Nike. They are likewise ar-
ranged under fifteen heads, called:
Koudakapata, Dammapata, Oodana,
Ithi, Wouthaka, Thouttanibat, Wi,
Mama-wouttoo, Pita-wouttoo, Tera-
katta, Terikatta, Dzattakani, Piti-
sambika, Apadana, Buddha-wattoo.

The Abidarnma has seven divisions,
viz., Dammathingakani, Wittin, Da-
toogatta, Pouggala-pignia, Kathawat-
too, Yamaik, Patan.

The attentive reader cannot be but
surprised to see how the three great

divisions of the Buddhistic scriptures
are mentioned by the members of the
first council as things already exist-
ing and arranged with the same
method as they have been disposed
during succeeding ages. It is certain
that such divisions of Gaudama's
doctrines did not then exist at that
time. Are we to conclude therefrom
that the fact of the holding of the
first council is to be rejected as a
mere invention, because the mode of
relating some particulars concerning
that great assembly is liable to be
seriously objected to ? It seems that
such a conclusion would be a too
hasty one.

For establishing the fact of the
holding of the first council, we have
the evidence supplied to us by all the
Buddhistic writings, found in the
various countries where that religion
has been established. Moreover,
several monuments of great antiquity
allude to that first assembly. We
can scarcely raise a doubt upon the
existence of the fact. But how are
we to account for the manner in
which mention is made of compila-
tions which undoubtedly were not
existing at that time? The redac-
tion of all the particulars connected
with the first assembly must have
been made a considerable time after
the holding of the said assembly, at
an epoch when the Buddhistic scrip-
tures had already been arranged
under three distinct heads. The
author, familiar with the division or
compilation into three parts, called
Pitagats, has arranged his narration
in such a way as to give it a sort
of agreement with a form which he
thought must have been as familiar
to others as it was to himself. It is
probable that most of the points of
discussion, such as we find them in